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Leah Copley Summers

About
Central KY Dance Theatre

Central Kentucky Dance Theatre is Lexington's First community based ballet
company. What does this mean?
Central Kentucky Dance Theatre is Lexington's First community based ballet
company. What does this mean? Our dancers can dance at any studio in the
area and audition for our productions.
At this time our dancers come from eight different studios in this area! We
love seeing these dancers come together to dance and create together.

Additionally at each of our public performances our first half of
the show is dedicated to the community. We love having guest
join us!

1. Theater Department from SCAPA of the Bluegrass
2. Kentucky Repertory Dance Theatre
3. Veterans Park Elementary School Choir

About the
Artistic Director

For this show we welcome performances from :

Leah Copley Summers has taught ballet for the past 33 years. Leah studied
with Dr. Mary Marcuzzi along with many others as she attended pre-
professional programs. Leah graduated Cum Laud with her Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Elementary Education at Marshall University in 1991. After receiving
her degree, Leah began her career as a ballet teacher, choreographer, and
artistic director, with the River Cities Dance Company. She served as director
for thirteen years working with both Marshall University and Shawnee State
University to provide arts to the area community. Leah also worked as adjunct
faculty at Marshall University and served on the faculty of the WV Governor’s
School for the Arts during her time in the Tri-state area. After moving to Cary,
North Carolina Leah continued her career with the Cary Ballet Conservatory
for 8 years where she worked as full-time faculty creating original story ballets
and concert pieces. Moving to Lexington, KY Leah worked with the Bluegrass
Youth Ballet and later became the founding director of the LDF Ballet
Academy. Leah’s greatest achievement has been the success of her students.
Leah’s students have gone on to study at prestigious arts school and
continued on to careers as professional dancers, teachers and
choreographers. 



Special Thanks

Special Thanks to all of our supportingSpecial Thanks to all of our supporting

businesses, studios, parents and students!businesses, studios, parents and students!  
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Special Thanks to all of our supporting
businesses, studios, parents and students! 

We Appreciate You!!

Would you like to join 
CKDT?

Gotta Dance Studio, INC
Winter Showcase!  



Nutcracker Story 
 The Nutcracker Ballet is based on the story "The Nutcracker and the King of Mice"

written by E.T.A. Hoffman in 1816. It is the story of a young German girl who dreams of
a Nutcracker Prince and a fierce battle against a Mouse King. 

The Party: It is Christmas Eve at the Stahlbaum house. The Stahlbaums are hosting
their annual Christmas party. The children, Clara and Fritz, are excited to see all of

their friends and family. The party grows festive with music and dance as Uncle
Drosselmeyer arrives. He is a skilled clock and toy maker and always full of surprises.
Drosselmeyer draws everyone's attention as he presents life-size dolls. They are the
delight of the party, each taking a turn to dance. Drosselmeyer presents his favorite

niece with a beautiful Nutcracker Doll and she is thrilled and dances with her new
treasured gift. Fritz, jealous that Clara receives this present, takes the doll and breaks

it. Luckily Uncle Drosselmeyer is able to “ magically fix the doll for Clara. As the
evening grows late, the guests depart and the Stahlbaum family retires for the

evening. Clara, thinking of her beloved Nutcracker, sneaks to find him and falls asleep
with him in her arms. 

The Battle:: As the clock strikes midnight strange things begin to happen. Clara
begins shrinking as everything around her grows larger. Clara is quickly surrounded by

giant Mice and their Queen and King. The Rat King corners the Nutcracker and
battles him one-on-one. After a terrible battle and a final blow from the Nutcracker,
the Rat King drops to the floor thankfully with the help of Dr. Peep Squeak and the

love of the Queen Mouse, the King is revived and humbly takes his family and leaves
the Staulbaum home. 

 The Land of Snow The Nutcracker turns into a Prince and takes Clara on a journey to
the Land of Snow, an enchanted forest wonderland where they are welcomed by the

beautiful Snow Princess and Snow Prince. As they travel through the wonderland they
watch the beautiful Guardian Angel and Angels as well as the Snow Queen, Princess,

Prince and Snow Flakes dance with delight. The Snow Queen gifts Clara with a
beautiful jeweled crown. 

 The Land of Sweets. The Prince then escorts Clara to the Land of Sweets where they
are greeted by the beautiful petit angels and their leaders. Clara receives dances and
gifts from around the world. She receives Lollipops from Sweet Treats, Chocolate from

Spain, Coffee from Arabia, Laughter from the Polichinelles,Tea from China, A song
from the Peppermint Reed Pipes, a Trepak dance from Russia,and a bouquet of

Flowers. Lastly, Clara is gifted with a beautiful dance from the Sugar Plum Fairy and
her Cavalier. The Prince arrives and he escorts Clara home and she says goodbye to

all of her wonderful “ Sweet” friends.
 Clara’s Home: Clara awakens and finds herself by the Christmas tree with her
beloved Nutcracker. She believes it was all just a dream, but then she finds the

beautiful crown on her head given to her by the Snow Queen.
 So...was it a dream or was it real? 



Guest Artist
Angelica SouthAngelica SouthAngelica South

Angelica South is originally from Traverse City, Michigan
where she trained in classical ballet under the direction of
Thomas Morrell. She attended The Harid Conservatory,
American Ballet Theatre, and The Bolshoi Ballet Theatre
summer programs. In 2013, she won first place in the Pas de
Deux category at the Youth America Grand Prix, and was
invited to the finals in NYC. The Bolshoi Ballet also invited
her to attend their year-round school in Moscow, Russia.
Angelica danced professionally for six seasons with The Lexington Ballet. She performed many principle roles,
The Sugar Plum Fairy (The Nutcracker), Alice (Alice in Wonderland), and Aurora (Sleeping Beauty), amongst
many others. She danced with Allegro Dance Project for three seasons and was a guest artist with Virginia
Youth Ballet and Northwest Michigan Ballet Theatre. She performed as Susan in the Lexington production of
The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe in 2022 and 2023 under the direction of Sarah Henderson.
Currently, she is the Artistic Director of United Fine Arts Academy in Georgetown, KY and a Co-Owner of United
Talent. Angelica has choreographed 12 original ballet productions for the company and has been a ballet
competition coach since 2017. She was the rehearsal assistant with Lexington Ballet for the 2024-2025 season
under the direction of Eric Troupe.
Through her coaching her students have placed in the Top 12 and 24 for their classical and contemporary
performances at YAGP, and in the Top 10 at UBC, ADC/IBC, Etoile dance competitions. Graduated students
have gone on to attend Cincinnati Ballet PTP, Nashville Ballet II, University of North Carolina School of the Arts,
Berklee College of Music and Dance, Florida Southern College, Point Park University, and Joffrey Ballet School in
NYC.
Angelica lives in Lexington with her husband and three cats. She loves to hike, travel, and spend time with
her family.

Daniel ScofieldDaniel ScofieldDaniel Scofield
Daniel Scofield joined Louisville Ballet as a Company
Artist in 2022 and has performed roles and works
including Romeo in Alun Jones' Romeo & Juliet, The
Nutcracker and Sugar Plum Cavalier in Val Caniparoli's
The Brown-Forman Nutcracker, an Ugly Stepsister in
Alun Jones' Cinderella, Andrea Schermoly's Appalachian
Spring, Ching Ching Wong's 502 and Grass Is Green,
Adam Hougland's Broken Totem and Cold Virtues, and
Anne Jung's #fourwithsix.

A Louisville native, Daniel began his performing arts
training primarily in musical theatre, later focusing
more heavily on dance. Daniel graduated Cum Laude
from Butler University in 2021, earning a B.S. in
Dance/Arts Administration and a Minor in Business.
Repertoire performed at Butler included Paul Taylor's
Piazzolla Caldera, Gerald Arpino's Light Rain, Patrick de
Bana's Falling Sky, The Firebird, and The Sleeping
Beauty.



Guest Artist

Jaxon SmithJaxon SmithJaxon Smith
Jaxon Smith is a San Diego native and began his
formal ballet training with Golden State Ballet
Academy in San Diego. After a few years he then
began to dance in the company, Golden State
Ballet. During his two years in the company, he was
privileged to perform works of Justin Peck, Jorma
Elo, Norbert De La Cruz Ill and Gabrielle Lamb to
name a few. Jaxon then began performing with
musical theater companies all around San Diego
such as La Jolla Playhouse, Cygnet Theatre,
Moonlight and SDMT among others. You can also
find Jaxon as a guest artist with The Lexington
Ballet.

Molly BoothMolly Booth  Molly Booth 
Molly trained at Beckley Dance Theatre
School since the age of 3. She attended
Summer Intensives at Winthrop University,
Brenau University, Western Kentucky
University, and Louisville Ballet. She
continues her studies at Western Kentucky
University where she is a dance major and
a musical theatre minor. She is a member
of WKU Dance Company. Molly has been
dancing various roles in the Nutcracker for
the past 10 years.



Excerpts from Annie Jr. Presented by SCAPA of the Bluegrass 
Led by Alberta Lanceta Labrillazo

1. It’s a Hard Knock Life
Music by Charles Strouse
Lyrics by Martin Charnin

Sung by the cast of Annie Jr.
2. Tomorrow

Music by Charles Strouse
Lyrics by Martin Charnin

Sung by Learah Walter and Canon Woodall

For Unto Us a Child is Born
Christopher Hogwood and George Frideric Handel

Christ Church Cathedral Choir, Oxford
Simon Preston, Conductor 

Meredith Fuller, guest choreographer
Dancers: Silas Baunach, Thaddeus Jones, Alyssa Kahmann, Briahnna Kahmann, Gideon
Logsdon, Grace Heffelbower, Mollie Martin, Rachel Sadler, Josie Sims, Naomi Segre-Lewis,

Audrey Sparks, Noelle Stevenson

Veterans Parke Elementary School Intermediate Choir 
Led by Crystal Peters

1.Here comes the snow by Teresa Jennings
2.Blitzen’s Boogie by Teresa & Paul Jennings

3.Jingle Jive by Teresa & Paul Jennings

Nutcracker 2026
Artistic Director: Leah Summers 

Managing Director: Melissa Rhodes 
Public Relations Director: Pamela Thompson 

Director of Coaching, Program Consultant, Rehearsal Faculty: Christy Krieger
Technical Director: Danny Bowling 

Technical Director Assistant: Singletary Technical Staff
 Stage Manager: Kalli Auther

Backstage Crew: Charlie O’Dele, Kyra Kenyon, Eric Cheung, Cason Cheung
Backstage Crew: Alyssy Shanahan 

Music: Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky 
Choreography: Leah Summers 

Lights: Danny Bowling
Sound: Singletary Technical Staff

Digital Projections: Winter Gala by Melissa Rhodes and Nutcracker by Theatreave
Special Choreography: Jerry Rose (Arabian), Amy Tremine (Peppermint Reed Pipes) 

Winter Gala



































Maddie, your passion,
dedication and hard work has
turned your little girl dream
into something truly special.
We are so proud of you and

your accomplishments. You’ve
learned, you’ve overcome and
you’ve danced through it all.

We will always be your
biggest supporters. 

Love Mom, Dad, Tasha, and
many other family members

and friends. 



Phoebe SaidPhoebe SaidPhoebe Said

Charlotte ChiuCharlotte ChiuCharlotte Chiu

Sophia NguyenSophia NguyenSophia Nguyen

Brioni BoydBrioni BoydBrioni Boyd

cAROLINE mARTINcAROLINE mARTINcAROLINE mARTIN

Henry RossHenry Ross  Henry Ross 

Malachi BridgesMalachi BridgesMalachi Bridges

Sophia HaganSophia HaganSophia Hagan

Parker KarapandzicParker KarapandzicParker KarapandzicLondon MaloneLondon MaloneLondon Malone

Elizabeth gusievElizabeth gusiev  Elizabeth gusiev Sophie gusievSophie gusievSophie gusiev



Willow KinniardWillow KinniardWillow Kinniard

Carli CheungCarli CheungCarli Cheung

Claire CooperClaire CooperClaire Cooper

Grace shepherdGrace shepherdGrace shepherd

Ryan SalyersRyan SalyersRyan Salyers

Josephine JylkkaJosephine JylkkaJosephine Jylkka Madeline RobinsonMadeline RobinsonMadeline Robinson

Alaina CharlesAlaina CharlesAlaina Charles

Abby HolbrookAbby HolbrookAbby Holbrook

Norah GilliamNorah GilliamNorah Gilliam

Chyloh IrelandChyloh IrelandChyloh Ireland Elaina PrewittElaina PrewittElaina Prewitt



nEYA sATHYAnEYA sATHYAnEYA sATHYAAnna WilloughbyAnna WilloughbyAnna Willoughby

Ella bucklerElla bucklerElla buckler

Eva ThompsonEva ThompsonEva ThompsonDiana JylkkaDiana JylkkaDiana Jylkka

Sophia DezarnSophia DezarnSophia Dezarn

Alice BrowneAlice BrowneAlice Browne

Mattie JenkinsMattie JenkinsMattie Jenkins

Abby StiversAbby StiversAbby Stivers

Ella MilesElla MilesElla Miles Liliana jordanLiliana jordanLiliana jordantEGAN pERO-gAMBLEtEGAN pERO-gAMBLEtEGAN pERO-gAMBLE



mADDIE mEANSmADDIE mEANSmADDIE mEANSaLLISON bURCHaLLISON bURCHaLLISON bURCH

lILY mARTINlILY mARTINlILY mARTIN

Ava persingerAva persingerAva persinger

Emily VyalkovaEmily VyalkovaEmily Vyalkova

Kate ByerlyKate ByerlyKate Byerly

Gabriella MaldonadoGabriella MaldonadoGabriella Maldonado

Stori HallStori HallStori Hall

Naomi Segre-LewisNaomi Segre-LewisNaomi Segre-Lewis

Katherine JenkinsKatherine JenkinsKatherine Jenkins

Gideon LogsdonGideon LogsdonGideon Logsdon



Autographs



After the show fun!

The curtain has fallen and the bows are over! On your way home, huddle up with

your family or friends and fill out this official review of tonight's performance.

1.A Friend or Family Member's Name: ___________________________

2.Adjective (Spectacular): ___________________________

3.Your Favorite Character: ___________________________

4.Action Verb (Past Tense): ___________________________

5.Adjective (e.g., Towering, Sparkling, Colorful): ___________________________

6.Another Adjective (e.g., Glowing, Magical, Golden):________________________

7.Noun (An object on stage): ___________________________

8.Adjective (Exciting): ___________________________

9.Adjective (Dazzling): ___________________________

10.Plural Noun: ___________________________

11.Number: ___________________________

12.Loud Celebration Word: "___________________________!"

Our Official Post-Show Review

Tonight, (1. Name) ___________________________ and I attended a truly (2.

Adjective) ___________________________ performance! My absolute favorite

part of the entire evening was watching (3. Character) _______________________

take the stage. During our favorite scene, the dancers flawlessly (4. Past Tense

Verb) ___________________________ across the floor, right past a/an (5.

Adjective) _________________________, (6. Adjective) ________________________

(7. Noun) ___________________________!

The intermission break was incredibly (8. Adjective) _________________________,

and the energy inside the theater was completely (9. Adjective) _______________.

When the final bows happened, everyone clapped their hands like clapping (10.

Plural Noun) ___________________________! We loved the show so much, we give

it a perfect score of (11. Number) _________ stars out of 10! As we left the

theater doors, we couldn't help but shout, "(12. Celebration Word) ___________!"

for the incredible cast and crew!

 



Thank you for joining us!
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